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suffered through the competition of steamers ; but a large trade is still
carried on by this means with the Malabar coast, Cutch, Kathiawar,
and Karachi.

The Ratnagiri sea-board contains thirteen ports and harbours. They
are of two classes ; coast ports on sheltered bays and river mouths ; and
inland ports up tidal creeks, generally at the point where navigation
ceases. Bankot, Harnai, Devgarh, Dabhol, Sangameshwar, Ratnagiri,
Rajapur, Mai van, and Vengurla aie places of some trade and con-
sequence; the rest are insignificant The ports are grouped for
customs purposes into seven divisions : Anjanvel, Bankot, Jaitapur,
Malvan, Ratnagiri, Shiroda, and Vengurla. The total value of the
sea-borne trade of the ports in the District amounted in 1876 to 23
lakhs, of which 9 lakhs represented the exports and 14 lakhs the
imports; and in 1903-4 to 68 lakhs exports, and 99 lakhs imports.

In 1852 there were not even bullock-tracks from many villages to
the nearest market towns, and the produce sent for sale was carried
upon men's heads. Of late years many improvements have been made.
In 1903-4 there were 479 miles of metalled roads and 790 miles of
unmetalled roads in the District. Of these, 394 miles of metalled
road are maintained by the Public Works department, and the
remainder by the local authorities. Avenues of trees are planted
along 257 miles. The main road runs north and south, passing-through
the chief inland trade centres and crossing the different rivers above
the limit of navigation. From it cart-roads lead to the four chief
openings across the Ghats. During the fair season the District is
served by steamers of the Bombay Steam Navigation Company, while
in the monsoon communication is maintained via the Amba ghat and
the Southern Mahratta Railway.

Since the beginning of British rule there has been no year of distress
so severe and general as to amount to famine. Of only two of the
.            older famines, those of 1790 and 1802-3, does anv

information remain. Both of these seem to have
been felt all over the Konkan. In 1824 a very light rainfall was
followed by a complete failure of crops in high grounds and a partial
failure in low rice lands. In 1876 an insufficient rainfall caused a
serious loss of crops, but not actual famine. Public health was bad,
and there was considerable distress, Rs. 77,000 being spent on relief
works. An unusual demand for labour sprang up in and near Bombay
city; and it was estimated that at least 150,000 (double the usual
number) of the poorer workers moved to Bombay for part of the fair
season, and returned with savings enough to last them till the next
harvest.

The District is subdivided into 9 talukas\ VENGURLA, MALVAN,
DEVGARH, RAJAPUR, RATNAGIRI, SANGAMESHWAR, CHIPLUN, KHED,